
Steps of Fascial Closing Protocol Following Bowel Surgeries
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Set up two 
sets of 

instruments – 
case set 

(approx 100 
pcs)  on Mayo 

stand and 
closing set1 
(approx 40 

pcs) on extra 
table.

Count both 
sets of 

instruments.

1 Closing set includes closure set, small needle counter, 
Bovie tip and handle (if needed for closing), towel pack, 
surgeon gloves, small plastic bowl from General Major 
Pack.
2 The Scrub Nurse and Circulator are not to be 
interrupted during the counting process.

Perform 
surgery.

State that 
abdomen 
is ready 
to close.

Remove all 
sponges, 

instruments, 
misc. items 
and needles 

from the 
field.

Place 
sponges in 

counter 
bags.

Change gown 
and replace 
gloves with 

clean double 
gloves or 
remove 

outer gloves 
if already 

double 
gloved.

Pull clean set 
up to field.  
Have extra 

Bovie handle 
and suction 

tubing 
available in 

case it is 
needed. Place 
4 clean towels 

around 
incision.

Count 
Raytecs, 

laps, suture, 
and misc. 
items2.  

Count the 
case set 

(approx 100 
instruments) 

on the 
“dirty” back 

table2.

Begin 
closing of 

fascia.

Count the 
closing set, 
misc. items, 
needles and 

sponges 
from the 

closing set 
up.

Change 
surgeons’ 

gloves (and 
gown if 

requested).

Give surgeon 
suture to start 

closure.

Complete 
closing of 

fascia.

Remove 
outer gloves 

if double 
gloved  or 

change 
gloves.
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