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**Gastrografin Dose by age:
• Age ≥8 years: 100 cc gastrografin + 100 cc 

water (total 200 cc)
• Age <8 years: 50 cc gastrografin + 50 cc 

water (total 100 cc)
Order placed in EPIC by surgery team, 

gastrografin obtained from fluoro tech, and 
diluted by surgical team and administered

Gastrografin Protocol for Adhesive Small Bowel Obstruction (SBO)

Patient with suspected adhesive SBO

2V AXR or CT confirming SBO

NGT decompression with appropriate size 
tube* for at least 1 hour

Tube should be placed by surgical team if not yet in 
place at time of consultation

Signs of strangulation, 
peritonitis, known 

active malignancy, non-
adhesive SBO

YesTo OR as 
indicated

No

Confirm NGT tip is in stomach

Administer gastrografin (diatrizoate meglumine)** 
and clamp NGT for 8-10 hours

Plain non-portable AXR at 10 hours

Contrast in 
or past 
cecum?

NoPlain AXR at 24 
hours

Contrast in 
or past 
cecum?

YesD/C NGT and advance 
diet at appropriate rate

Yes D/C NGT and advance 
diet at appropriate rate

No

*Appropriate NGT tube size by age:
Exclusion Criteria:

• Clinical or radiographic suspicion of 
strangulation

• Non-adhesive SBO
• No prior abdominal surgery
• Peritonitis
• Active malignancy
• Surgical/medical team decision

Wt (kg) NGT Size (Fr)
Suggested

Newborn/Infant 3 - 9 5 - 8 8

Toddler 10 - 11 8 - 10 10

Small Child 12 - 14 10 12

Child 15 - 18 10 - 12 14

Child 19 - 23 12 - 14 16

Large Child/Adult
>24 12 - 18

18

Unclamp NGT, 
place back to 

suction
Patient 

nauseated 
or vomiting

Serial exams q4 hours 
should be performed 

by surgical team 


