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INTERVENTIONS TO OPTIMIZE 
FIDELITY OF COHORT
• We identified several issues affecting accurate 

patient classification – critical if studying outcomes

• Multiple ICD-9 codes for appendicitis

• Disagreement among surgeons regarding 
terminology of disease severity

• Poor congruence between radiologic diagnosis, 
surgical findings and pathology report

• Inaccurate surgical wound class assignment
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INTERVENTIONS TO OPTIMIZE 
DOCUMENTATION AND FIDELITY OF 
COHORT
• Standardization of operative note template for 

laparoscopic appendectomy

– Discrete fields and drop down menus incorporating 
proper ICD-9 code to reflect intraoperative findings

• Pamphlet posted in OR featuring uniform 
definitions and descriptions of disease severity, as 
well as appropriate documentation

• OR nursing staff and surgeon education
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IMPROVEMENT IN SURGICAL WOUND 
CLASSIFICATION


